
2011-10-25 

1 

Planning for Affordable Market Housing 
in the City of Surrey 

 
Don Luymes 

Manager of Community Planning 
City of Surrey 

ÁHousing is relatively affordable in (most of) 
Surrey, compared with much of Metro 
Vancouver 
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Unit Price by Housing Type 

Surrey 

Metro 
Vancouver 

Bach 1 Bed 2 Bed 3 Bed+ Total 

Average rent 

Surrey $589 $724 $881 $1,106 $832 

Vancouver 

CMA $811 $940 $1,202 $1,410 $1,006 

Vacancy rate 

Surrey 2.0% 4.7% 3.6% 3.1% 4.0% 

Vancouver 

CMA 1.2% 1.9% 2.1% 2.1% 1.9% 

Rental Rates (avg ɀ Fall 2010) 
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Surrey is attractive young families, first-time 
buyers, lower-income renter households 
Á20% of children born in BC are born in Surrey 

ÁSchool District largest in BC: 70,000 students 

ÁΨέȢΩϻ ÏÆ 3ÕÒÒÅÙȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ Χί ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄ 
(Metro Vancouver average is 22.8%) 

Á$ÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȡ Ψίϻ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÏÎÇÕÅ ÉÓ 
Punjabi, Chinese, Hindi or Tagalog 

Á3ÕÒÒÅÙȭÓ Affordable Housing Action Plan 
focuses on the most vulnerable segments of 
the housing continuum 
ÁMOU with BC Housing ɀ 4 City-owned sites 

ÁPolicy on recovery homes (first-line housing for 
singles on income assistance) 

ÁȰ(ÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ (ÏÍÅÌÅÓÓȱ ÐÌÁÎ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ 
BC Housing 

ÁSupport for Surrey Homelessness & Housing 
Foundation 
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1. Increase the housing supply & increase 
density near transit 

2. Zoning adjustments to meet evolving 
household needs 

3. Policies to retain affordable housing stock 
 

ÁȰ0ÒÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÅÎÔÒÙȱ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÓÐÅÃÔ ÏÆ 
affordable housing: 

ÁTax competitiveness 

ÁTransportation costs 

ÁStability of housing asset over time 

 . . .  ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ȰÆÕÌÌ-picture 
ÁÆÆÏÒÄÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȢȱ 
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ÁHousing in Surrey is shifting to multi-family 
dwellings, and to smaller lots. 

 

The stereotype of Surrey . . .  
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The new reality of Surrey . . .  

ÁSurrey monitors housing supply & initiates 
new neighbourhood plans (NCPs) to retain 
healthy supply of new housing 

ÁRecent NCPs (East Clayton, Grandview, 
Anniedale-Tynehead) permit higher density 
housing than in earlier NCPs (up to 80% multi-
family) 
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1. Increase housing supply & 
 density 

Monitor new housing supply -- initiate NCP / 
Town Centre plans 

ÁCity Centre / Town Centre plans 

ÁHigh density City Centre & Town Centre housing 

ǐDensity increases in City Centre Plan, Newton Town 
Centre Plan, Semiahmoo Town Centre Plan 

ÁReview of parking standards near transit -- 
ongoing 
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High Rise Near Transit 
Infinity/Park Place at King George SkyTrain Station 
Concord Pacific 
+/- $200,000 for 600 sf 1 bedroom  


